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How to keep your Business From

Going Six Feet under
2012 Annual Membership Luncheon

• Happy New Year
 From  All Of Us!!

• March Membership  
 Madness Drive

• Holiday
 Breakfast Review

• New You Can Use!

• Business Growth  
 Workshops For 2012

• Advertising Available  
 on Chamber Website

• Development Fast  
 Facts:  Business  
 Attraction Efforts

• State Treasurer
 Josh Mandel
 Helps Ohioans Save  
 Energy, Money,  
 Through ECO-Link

What really is this thing called “networking” and why do I need to do it?  How do you prepare for “networking” 
opportunities? It is just not enough to belong to the Chamber of Commerce.  You must make your mark.  Come 

hear one of our members discuss how to expand your network and make an impact. Plus, take a social etiquette quiz!  
 
Schoedinger utilizes a wide variety of marketing tools to support his business… from advertising to PR to media 
relations to special events.  All contribute to spreading the word about the quality of service that families receive 
when they come to Schoedinger.  But, as powerful as these tools are, they are not the most powerful one, personal 
relationships are! 

Also on the program:
“State of the Chamber” presented by Ron Wolfi nger of Legal Shield and Chamber Chairman, Installation of the 
Board of Directors by Mayor Becky Stinchcomb, awards for the 2011 Large and Small Businesses, the individual 
with the most referrals and Ambassador of the Year. This is one of our largest meetings so make your reservations 
early! See Flyer Insert for More Details. 

 We will be announcing the new update design for the Chamber’s Home Page....which will now be Spotlighting 
selected Chamber businesses each month.

We will be drawing 5 members of the month from the attendees of the Membership Meeting.  If your business 
is a winner, you will get a photo, your logo and a brief write-up on the value of your products and services....in 
the new Member Spotlight lower section of the Home Page.  (and you can get an optional Member Spotlight 
video that tells your businesses story in a video clip)

Just another reason to join us at Chamber events to grow your business!!

About the Speaker:
Michael Schoedinger is President of Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service in 
Columbus, Ohio.   He is a 6th generation owner of the fi rm, a licensed funeral director 
and embalmer, Certifi ed Preplanning Consultant (CPC), Certifi ed Funeral Executive, and 
Certifi ed Funeral Service Practitioner (CFSP). The company is one of the largest privately 
owned funeral companies in the U.S. operating 14 chapels, four crematories, and a pet 

cremation service.  Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service have been awarded 
the Family Business of the Year Award for Central Ohio and was second runner-

up for the National Family Business of the Year Award.  They have also won 
the Business Integrity Award from the BBB, and CEO Magazine’s Best Places 
to Work in Central Ohio.  Michael currently serves on the Boards of the Young 
Presidents Organization, American Red Cross (Past Chair), Junior Achievement 
(Past Chair), Center Of Science and Industry, the Family Business Center of 
Central Ohio, First Community Church (Chair Elect), and Senior Independence.

thursday, January 12, 2012  |  11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Creekside Conference & event Center  |  700 Creekside Plaza, Gahanna, 43230
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Happy New Year from all of Us!!

Happy New Year from all of us at the Gahanna Area 
Chamber of Commerce!!  It is a great honor to serve 

for a third and fi nal year as the Chairman of the Board 
for your chamber.  Thank you for your support though out 
the past years! We are excited about the possibilities and 
opportunities in 2012. 

Setting S.M.A.R.T. Goals are important to any business 
for survival and growth. Every year during our strategic 

planning session at the chamber we look at last year’s successes and challenges 
and re-adjust our processes and strategies to better perform in the upcoming year. 

The planning and marketing committees are working hard this year to bring 
programs and speakers that will help you grow your business and save you 
money.  Remember our goal is your success.  If you have suggestions or topics you 
want and need, please reach out to us with your input. 

Hopefully you have taken advantage of our many programs to market your 
business through the new website, directory and other marketing opportunities, 
and taken advantage of cost savings programs like Friends Business Solutions, 
Workers’ Comp and Health Insurance, as well as the Good Energy program.  We 
are always looking for value added programs that as a buying group we can 
leverage our infl uence to bring you greater value or savings. If you need additional 
information on any of these programs please contact us. 

The website continues to offer great opportunities to more effectively market 
you business.  If you have claimed your member profi le page please contact the 
chamber offi ce. We have gotten great feedback from those who have!! This is 
free advertising, all part of your member benefi ts. We will be expanding your 
advertising opportunities in the very near future, plan on taking advantage of 
these tremendous values.    

Lastly the New Year brings many new resolutions i.e. exercising more, eating 
better, working harder and smarter, or spending more time with friends and 
family. Consider adding getting more involved in the Chamber to that list! 
Remember your commitment to any worthy goal always brings positive 
results.  We look forward to seeing you at your next Chamber Event!!

Looking forward to a prosperous New Year for all of us!!

Ron Wolfi nger

LegalShield & GoSmallBiz.com  |  Chairman of the Board-GACC n

March Membership Madness Drive 
In March the Chamber will be conducting a Membership Madness 
drive, to attract area businesses to join the Chamber as New Members.

Would you like your company featured during this new member drive?  
As part of this drive, we will be offering these new Members a package 
of incentives for joining.  

If your company has products or services for area businesses and you 
can provide a deep discount “trial offer” for these new members to try 
your company, contact the Chamber or the Marketing Committee (phall@
masterymg.com) to discuss how to get your business highlighted as part of 
this incentive package. n



COMPANY  
AFLAC/Richard Conover   
American Legion Post 797   
Animal Medical Center   
ARC Industries   
Bexley Marine & Equipment Company   
Catering By Design    
Central Ohio Transit Authority   
Come N Play Day Care    
Comfort Suites Columbus Airport   
Family Physicians of Gahanna  Emerald  
Gahanna Animal Hospital   
Gahanna Historical Society   
Gahanna License Bureau   
City of Gahanna Planning & Dev. Dept.   
GC Holdings, LLC    
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites   
Hometown Urgent Care   
Dr. James Hutta, DDS    
Innovative Technology Support   
Jess Howard Electric Co.  Emerald  
Jewelry From Kesser    
Kensington Place    
La Boit, Inc.    
Leppert Company CPAs   
Loughry Insurance Services   
Robert B. Lowe DDS    
John Mahilo, DDS    
Mastery Marketing Group   
Metcalf Design & Printing Center   
North Central Counseling - Gahanna   
Palmer-Miller-Nelson Insurance Agency   
PIA of Ohio    
Specialized Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine   
Step Lively Foot & Ankle   
Sunrise Lodge #783    
Sunrise of Gahanna    
Tina Levo - Coldwell Banker King Thompson   
Wilson Insurance Services   
UFAX.NET    
Larry R. Zapp & Associates Inc.    

Current Membership:  398 n

Membership Renewals

Deadline for Advertising in Feb. Issue: Jan. 20

Ambassador Club Contest Winner:

Welcome New Members
Humor Consultants  |  Phil Sorentino

5128 Aspen Pine Blvd., Dublin, Ohio 43016  •  614-410-6969
susan@humorconsultants.com

type of Business:  Consultant

nv Salon LLC  |  Niki Levengood
104 Mill St. Ste. E, Gahanna, Ohio 43230  •  614-418-9025

you.are.envied@gmail.com
type of Business:  Styling/nail Salon/Barber

Sign vision  |  Mike Beach
987 Claycraft Rd., Gahanna, Ohio 43230  •  614-475-5161

614-864-0302 fax  •  mbeach@signvisionco.com
Referred by:  Charlie Collins, Collins Financial Services

type of Business:  Signs

toyota direct  |  James Collins
4248 Morse Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43230  •  614-476-1979

614-476-1807 fax  •  jcollins@directautoplex.com
type of Business:  Automotive n
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Holiday Breakfast Review

Members gathered for a 
morning filled with good 

friends, great food and business 
opportunities at the Annual 
Holiday Breakfast on December 
8th sponsored by Jefferson 
Country Club and Anthem Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield.    

The meeting opened with the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance led by Ron Wolfinger, 
Chairman. Rachel Van Deventer and Annika Nilsen of Gahanna Lincoln High School 
DECA Marketing Department presented an overview of the Chamber Membership 
Survey research project designed to poll member and non-member businesses about 
Chamber products/services.  

Ron introduced Betty Collins, Nipps, Brown, Collins & Associates and Michelle 
Haslinger, PNC Bank who will serve on the Chamber’s Board of Directors starting January and reminded members of 
volunteer opportunities needed for committees, commenting “What a great way to get more involved!”

The program titled, “Top Tips of the Year,” created a platform for testimonials by representatives from small and medium 
size businesses who shared positive stories with proven results.         

Eighteen new businesses joining the Chamber in the 4th quarter were also recognized and given time to recite their 30 
second commercial. We are delighted to welcome the current class of new members: 104.9 The River, Accurate Accounting 
Services, Extend Influence, Flexicom Wireless, FM, All American Bar and Grill, The Golf Village at Central Park, Anne 
Gonzales, Candidate for State Rep.,Integra Acupuncture & Wellness Assoc., Jake’s Property Services, K Zone- Private 
Fitness Studio, Keller Williams Greater Columbus, Mary Held & Assoc., McDonald’s Restaurant, Mezzo Middle ‘terranean 
Cuisine, Mezzo Gahanna, National CineMedia, Ohio State Otolaryngology.
     
Special thanks to the following businesses for their generous donation of door prize items:  C|Suites, Creekside 
Conference & Events Center, Embassy Suites Columbus Airport, Gahanna YMCA, The Golf Village at Central Park, Honey 
Grove Botanicals, Integra Acupuncture & Wellness Associates, Jockey Person to Person, Mezzo Gahanna, Regal Beverage 
Concepts, Sharon’s Beauty Works of Gahanna and TaxExpress & Financial Services. n

Ron Wolfinger, Chairman, LegalShield, 
presented the plaque to Nicole Green, 
Director, PNC Bank, in appreciation of 
serving six years on the Board of Directors.



Deadline for Advertising in Feb. Issue: Jan. 20

News You Can Use!
The City of Gahanna is asking residents, visitors & 

businesses to submit pictures of Gahanna for a project 
called ‘Any Day in Gahanna.’ Photos that are selected will be 
featured on homepage of www.Gahanna.gov and the City’s 
Facebook page, www.Facebook.com/CityofGahanna. 

Photographs may be submitted via email to information@
gahanna.gov and should include the photographer’s name, 
when and where the photo was taken and should state that 
the City of Gahanna may use their photograph for public use 
and display. 

Photographs will be chosen based on how well they show 
different scenes in Gahanna as well their technical and 
artist quality. 

Congratulations to Step Lively Foot & Ankle Center 
Podiatrists Drs. Cheryl Weiner and Lee Pearlman for 

receiving the distinguished service award for 25 years of 
service from the American Podiatric Medical Association. 

If you are tired of lifting 5 gallon bottles of water, Culligan 
now offers BOTTLE FREE hot and cold water coolers for 

businesses! The purification filters are built right into the 
system giving you a never-ending flow of purified hot and 
cold water! You rent the system; we keep the filters changed 
and the system sanitized at no cost to you! 

Donatos now has BONELESS WINGS! Stop by and enjoy 
all the flavors including the latest introduction...Spicy 

Asian 

Dr. Hutta was recently voted one of the top orthodontists 
in Columbus by his peers.  A full article appears in the 

December issue of Columbus Monthly.  Also, check out our 
brand new website at www.
lovethatsmile.net.

A special “Thank You!” to 
our friends that have 

volunteered to help us bottle. 
Bottling wine at a small winery 
like Wyandotte is a big job.  We 
have done a lot of bottling over 
the last month or so, and many 
of our friends have helped us 
out. Thank you to everyone who 
helped to put our wine in the 
bottle!  We couldn’t have done 
it without you! Winery Events:  
Go to our online signup page 
to reserve your spot unless the 
event notes that registration in 
not available on-line.  If you are 
having problems, give us a call 
at 614-476-3624, toll free 1-877-
906-7464, or e-mail heather@
wyandottewinery.com.

PuroClean Restoration Experts is pleased to 
announce they have won the 2011 Super Service Award 

for Angie’s List. This is the third time they have won the 
award and hope to keep providing superior customer service 
in the next year to come. n

The Chamber is launching a new series of Business Growth 
Workshops for 2012 to help you pick up some great new 

tips on growing your business.  

These workshops will be held over lunch (from 11:30-1:00) on 
the 3rd Wednesday of every month, at various host locations 
around Gahanna.  It's a brown bag affair...so, bring your own 
lunch.  There is a nominal $5 charge for the workshop. 

The first workshop will be:
52 1/2 Nearly Free Ways to Market Your Small Business

Wednesday, January 18, 2012  11:30-1:00
Location: Custom Air (training room)
935 Claycraft Rd., Gahanna, Ohio
Conducted by Betty Clark
of CPMedia and Marketing Services

Subsequent workshops will cover: 
-- Writing a Business and Marketing Plan 
-- Maximizing Your Website Search Traffic 
-- 50 Ways to Beat the Competition, and 
-- (Online and Offline) Advertising 101

We hope you can join us and get 2012 off to strong (nearly 
free) path to growth, with help from your Chamber. n

5

Business Growth 
Workshops For 2012
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1.	 450 Chamber Members every month.  (Think of it as an alternative
	 to Direct Mail Advertising without the expense of postage or 	
	 envelopes.)

2.	 Full Color ads are now Available.

3.	 Different Sizes, Time Frames, and Color options are Now Available 	
	 to accommodate any Budget.

4.   	 Space is Limited, so do not delay in getting your name out there!  	
	 Ads will be on a first come, first serve basis. n

Promote Your Business in
Gahanna Chamber Newsletter

1 mo. B/W = $50.00 Full Color = $60.00

3 mos. B/W = $130.00, save $20 Full Color = $160.00, save $20

6 mos. B/W = $250.00, save $50 Full Color = $280.00, save $80

12 mos. B/W = $400.00, save $100 Full Color = $430.00, save $290

8.5” x 11” inserts $100, provided by advertiser

Quarter Page Ad W 4” x H 5”

Business Card Ad W 3.5” x H 2”

1 mo. B/W = $30.00 Full Color = $40.00

3 mos. B/W = $80.00, save $10 Full Color = $100.00, save $20

6 mos. B/W = $140.00, save $40 Full Color = $175.00, save $65

12 mos. B/W = $280.00, save $80 Full Color = $310.00, save $170

Advertising Available on 
Chamber Website

Advertising is available on the Gahanna Area Chamber 
website.  Three rotating Sponsor logos will be displayed at a 

time on the Chamber’s home page below the fold next to the new 
Member Spotlight section.  Your company can be one of up to 10 
Sponsors that area businesses see affiliated with the Chamber, 
when they come to the website to learn about Chamber, its 
members and the programs for helping area businesses grow.

In addition, the new special Build Your Business sections of the 
website will feature up to 2 static section Sponsor Ads each for 
Marketing, Finances, Human Resources, and other sections.

Pricing is as follows:
Home Page “Sponsors Block”:  $200 for 3 months, $600 for year, 
size 200 x 80 pixels...includes a link to your businesses customized 
Member Profile page with links to your company website.

Build Your Business “Section Sponsors”:  $125 for 6 months, 
$200 for year, size 200 x 100 pixels...includes a link to your 
businesses customized Member Profile page with links to 
your company website.

(Also, if you offer significant ongoing dollar Savings for Chamber 
Members, we have 2 available Member Savings spots available 
for Chamber affinity partners.  Contact Leslee Blake, if you can 
provide ongoing affinity revenue for the Chamber.) n



Board meetings are held the 2nd tues. of each month  |  7:30 a.m.  |  Chamber offi ce

Please Note: the Chamber is located at 1000 Creekside Plaza, 3rd floor

January 2012 Chamber Calendar
Business Development opportunities
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2 Offi ce Closed for the Holidays  |  Happy New Year!

4 Planning Committee Meeting  |  8:00 AM  |  Chamber Offi ce
 Committee Chairman: Charlie Collins, Collins Financial Planning Services

10 Ribbon Cutting  |  5:00 - 6:00 PM  |  NV Salon LLC
 Location: 104 Mill St, Ste. E  |  Gahanna

12 Annual Luncheon & Installation Meeting  |  11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
 Sponsored by:  Anthem, AT&T, CCEC, The Pine Box Agency  & Comp Mgm’t
 Location: Creekside Conference & Event Center  |  700 Creekside Plaza
 Program: How To Keep Your Business From Going Six Feet Under
 Speaker: Mike Schoedinger, Pres./Owner, Schoedinger Funeral Home
 See Flyer Insert for Details

17 Ambassador Committee Team Meeting  |  8:30 AM  |  Chamber Offi ce
 Committee Chairwoman: Leah Evans, Economic Development   
 Manager, Dept. of Planning & Development  |  Volunteers Welcomed

17 Ribbon Cutting & Relocation  |  5:00 - 6:00 PM  |  Leppert Co. CPA’s
 Location: 428 Beecher Rd. Ste. D  |  Gahanna

18 Business Growth Monthly Workshops  |  11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
 Topic: 52 ½ Nearly Free Ways to Market your Small Business
 Presented by Betty Clark- Partner, CP Media & Marketing Services, Inc.
 Location: Custom Air Conditioning & Heating
 935 Claycraft Rd.  |  Gahanna  |  See Flyer Insert for Details
 Sponsored by: Custom Air Conditioning & Heating

26 Meet & Greet Networking  |  7:30 - 9:00 AM  |  No Charge  
 Location: KEMBA Financial Credit Union  |  555 Offi center Pl.  |  Gahanna
 Learn how to develop a dynamic elevator pitch and then present it!
 Sponsored by: KEMBA Financial Credit Union n 

Deadline for Advertising in Feb. Issue: Jan. 20

Development fast facts:
Business attraction efforts 

• 16 new businesses were attracted to Gahanna by Mid-Year ‘11 
• 600-1,100 jobs were committed and/or created in Gahanna
 by Mid-Year ‘11 
• 1st Half of 2011 had more job creation than all of ‘09 & ‘10! 
• Occupancy of Class A Offi ce Space increased from 40% to 97%! 
• In the past 14 years, over 3,300 people have attended the
 Annual Groundhog Day Breakfast! n

infrastructure Spotlight 
fiber expansion Plan Phase 1

• Funding approved to install 4.25 miles of additional fi ber
 optic network
• This expansion will connect an additional 123 commercial
 properties and potentially provide service to 600+ Gahanna
 businesses n 

Staples - 700 taylor Road 
Staples is the world’s largest offi ce products company with 
consumers in 27 countries throughout the North and South 
America, Europe, Asia and Australia. After a corporate 
restructuring effort within the region, Staples required new 
offi ce space for their corporate sales division. The company will 
lease 6,500 square feet within Gahanna’s Offi ce, Commerce and 
Technology District. The project will create 25-30 new employees 
at an annual salary of $80,000. The City provided Staples with an 
Offi ce & Industrial Incentive valued at $54,000 over three years. 
This project is estimated to provide $150,000 of net income tax 
revenue to the City over a six year period. n

State treasurer Josh Mandel 
Helps ohioans Save energy, 

Money, through eCo-link

In an effort to help save you money and become 
more energy effi cient, State Treasurer Josh Mandel 

sponsors the Energy Conservation for Ohioans (ECO-Link) 
program.  This program provides reduced-rate fi nancing 
through partnering banks for Ohioans completing 
energy-effi cient improvements in their homes.  State 
Treasurer Josh Mandel is proud both to serve Ohioans 
and promote energy effi cient through this program.

How can ECO-Link benefi t you?
• Homeowners receive a 3% interest-rate reduction on   
 qualifying loans for 5 or 7 years
• Weatherization projects may reduce energy bills while  
 adding value and comfort to your home
• Many home improvements are also eligible for federal  
 tax credits and rebates, as well as utility companies’   
 incentive programs, which add to your personal savings

Who is eligible?
• MUST be an Ohio resident
• MUST own an existing home or condominium, but   
 additional residential qualifi cations may be eligible
• MUST receive approval for a qualifying loan through a  
 participating bank
• MUST use 50% of the loan proceeds for installation of  
 qualifying energy-effi cient products; the other 50% of the 
 loan can relate to other home improvement projects

For additional questions, please contact State Treasurer 
Josh Mandel’s offi ce at 1-800-228-1102, option #3 or email 
at ECOLink@tos.ohio.gov. n



Sustaining Members
Diamond Members

Assisting Hands
Benchmark Bank
C|Suites Executive Offi ces
Chase Bank
Columbus Regional Airport Authority
FM All American Bar and Grill
Good Energy, L.P.
KEMBA Financial Credit Union
Limited Brands
Mid Ohio Strategic Technologies
The Ohio State University Medical Center 
SOH Productions
The Stonehenge Company
WesBanco

Emerald Members
104.9 The River
AAA Ohio Auto Club
Blumenstiel, Evans & Falvo, LLC
Creekside Conference & Event Center
Custom Air Conditioning & Heating
Family Physicians of Gahanna
Fourth Floor Interactive
Friends Business Source
The Hanawalt Company
Heartland Bank
Huntington National Bank
Jess Howard Electric Company
Longhorn Steakhouse
Mount Carmel
New Albany Gardens & Care Center
OhioHealth Neighborhood Care
Traditions at Stygler Road
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